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About arrangement for re-opening schools 

Last updated 7 July 2020 

When will schools reopen? 

What model of attendance is now envisaged? 

Does the 50% attendance model remain the contingency plan? 

Is it safe for my child to go back to school? What assurance can the Council give 
parents? 

What will schools be like when they reopen? 

Will school meals be provided? If so, how will this be managed? 

Will schools be supported to make sure there are enough resources in class to 
prevent the need for sharing? Will children be expected to bring in their own 
pens/pencils etc? Can they bring in their own tablets/laptops and have access to 
school WiFi to help with learning? 

Given the data coming from schools internationally and particularly in Europe as they 
adopt a phased return to education, will the Council look to learn from this and adopt 
good practice examples? What level of decision making in this respect is devolved? 

How often will the return to school be re-evaluated? Will the part-time schooling 
arrangements be reinstated if the statistics show that the virus is on the rise? 
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When will schools reopen? 

The City of Edinburgh Council will reopen schools on 12 August 2020. School staff 
will attend from 10 August.  

What model of attendance is now envisaged? 

Following the Scottish Government’s announcement on 24 June, schools are being 
asked to plan for 100% of pupils returning on 12 August. Further guidance is likely to 
be issued by the Scottish Government Education Recovery Group later in July. 

Does the 50% attendance model remain the contingency plan? 

Yes. This is so we can implement this model should further changes or outbreaks of 
the virus occur.  
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Is it safe for my child to go back to school? What assurance can the Council 
give parents?  

All our schools are putting measures into place to make sure pupils and staff are 
safe and that all relevant guidance is in place and being followed. The decision to 
reopen schools is based on evidence that the virus is sufficiently under control. By 
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putting safety measures in place for children and staff and making sure everything is 
kept clean and hygienic, children can return safely. 

What will schools be like when they reopen? 

To keep everybody safe schools will be making changes to the way they operate. 
We are working with our headteachers and their teams to develop new ways of 
working which will ensure adherence to health and safety protocols. 

There will be more cleaning and other hygiene measures such as hand sanitisers 
and increased hand washing to make sure schools meet the required national 
standards for infection control.  
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Will school meals be provided? If so, how will this be managed? 

There will be no hot meals. If your child receives free school meals, an enhanced 
packed lunch, will be provided when they are in school, please ensure this is booked 
via Parent Pay in the usual manner. 

For other pupils, we can provide a packed lunch which you will pay for through 
ParentPay to avoid the circulation of cash. The menu is now available here - 
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/12852/primary-school-lunch-
menus-with-nutrition-and-allergen-information and on Parent Pay.  

Alternatively, parents may wish to provide their own packed lunch. 

It is the current intention to reintroduce the full school meal service following the 
October break. 
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Will schools be supported to make sure there are enough resources in class to 
prevent the need for sharing? Will children be expected to bring in their own 
pens/pencils etc? Can they bring in their own tablets/laptops and have access 
to school WiFi to help with learning? 

Schools already provide many resources for children. However, Health Protection 
Guidance tells us that it is safe for children to bring their own resources to school. 
The Council is considering how we manage Digital Learning as part of Blended 
Learning, which remains the contingency plan. The current policy, and our long-term 
vision, is for school managed, one-to-one devices – but we are reassessing the risks 
to ensure this policy fits the new context. Over half of our learners use a Council 
provided, one-to-one device but we know that some families have bought devices for 
home learning. The decision will be in place for August and will depend on a range of 
factors, such as equity, safety and the extent to which digital learning is already in 
use.  

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/12852/primary-school-lunch-menus-with-nutrition-and-allergen-information
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/12852/primary-school-lunch-menus-with-nutrition-and-allergen-information
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Given the data coming from schools internationally and particularly in Europe 
as they adopt a phased return to education, will the Council look to learn from 
this and adopt good practice examples? What level of decision making in this 
respect is devolved? 

This is something we have already been doing. Lessons learned from other 
countries have been shared as part of the initial planning for schools, and we will 
continue to do so. 

How often will the return to school be re-evaluated? Will the part-time 
schooling arrangements be reinstated if the statistics show that the virus is on 
the rise? 

The Council is taking a dynamic approach and will keep the return to schools under 
daily evaluation. We will continue to follow all current national guidance when 
considering the contingency of the blended model of learning and teaching. 
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